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Avi. Something Upstairs. When he moves from Los 
Angeles to Providence, Rhode Island, Kenny 
discovers that his new house is haunted by the spirit 
of a black slave boy who asks Kenny to return with 
him to the early nineteenth century and prevent his 
murder by slave traders. 
 
Bennett, Cherie. Life in the Fat Lane. Sixteen-year-
old Lara, winner of beauty pageants and 
Homecoming Queen, is distressed and bewildered 
when she starts gaining weight and becomes a fat 
girl. 
 
Byars, Betsy. Pinballs. Three lonely foster children 
learn to care about themselves and about each other. 
 
Cooney, Caroline. Wanted. It all started with a phone 
call. In a tense voice, Alice's very rational father 
suggests that she drive his precious Corvette and 
meet him. But Alice doesn't have a driver's license. 
"It doesn't matter!" he yells. Yet he never shows up. 
Never calls. Something is very wrong. 

Cusick, Richie. The House Next Door. Emma 
Donovan bets her twin brother, Charlie, that she can 
spend the entire night alone at the spooky, abandoned 
house next door. The place is seriously creepy, but 
she's determined to overcome her fears and prove her 
brother wrong. Until she finds herself reliving a 
horrific night from the house's past and a passionate 
love with a handsome — and strangely familiar — 
young man. 

DeFelice, Cynthia. Weasel. Alone in the frontier 
wilderness in the winter of 1839 while his father is 
recovering from an injury, eleven-year-old Nathan 
runs afoul of the renegade killer known as Weasel 
and makes a surprising discovery about the concept 
of revenge. 
 
Draper, Sharon. Forged By Fire. Teenage Gerald, 
who has spent years protecting his fragile half-sister 
from their abusive father, faces the prospect of one 
final confrontation before the problem can be solved. 
 
Duncan, Lois. Down a Dark Hall. Why does the 
exclusive boarding school Blackwood have only four 
students? Kit walks the dark halls and feels a 
penetrating chill. What terror waits around the next 
corner 
 

Gantos, Jack. Joey Pigza Loses Control. 
Joey, who is still taking medication to keep him from 
getting too wired, goes to spend the summer with the 
hard-drinking father he has never known and tries to 
help the baseball team he coaches win the 
championship. 
 
Haddix, Margaret. Among the Hidden. In a future 
where the Population Police enforce the law limiting 
a family to only two children, Luke has lived all his 
twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's 
farm, until another "third" convinces him that the 
government is wrong. 
 
Haddix, Margaret. Running Out of Time. When a 
diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 village, thirteen-
year-old Jessie discovers it is actually a 1996 tourist 
site under unseen observation by heartless scientists, 
and it's up to Jessie to escape the village and save the 
lives of the dying children. 
 
Hinton, S.E. That Was Then, This Is Now. Sixteen-
year-old Mark and Bryon have been like brothers 
since childhood, but now, as their involvement with 
girls, gangs, and drugs increases, their relationship 
seems to gradually disintegrate. 
 
Hobbs, Will. Far North. After the destruction of their 
floatplane, sixteen-year-old Gabe and his Dene 
friend, Raymond, struggle to survive a winter in the 
wilderness of the Northwest Territories. 
 
Hobbs, Will. Jason’s Gold. When news of the 
discovery of gold in Canada's Yukon Territory in 
1897 reaches fifteen-year-old Jason, he embarks on a 
10,000-mile journey to strike it rich. 
 
Konigsburg, E.L. Silent to the Bone. When he is 
wrongly accused of gravely injuring his baby half-
sister, thirteen-year-old Branwell loses his power of 
speech and only his friend Connor is able to reach 
him and uncover the truth about what really 
happened. 
 
Korman, Gordon. Son of the Mob.Seventeen-year-old 
Vince's life is constantly complicated by the fact that 
he is the son of a powerful Mafia boss, a relationship 
that threatens to destroy his romance with the 
daughter of an FBI agent. 
 
 



Levine, Gail. Ella Enchanted. In this novel based on 
the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the 
childhood curse that forces her to obey any order 
given to her. 
 
McCormick, Patricia. Cut. While confined to a 
mental hospital, thirteen-year-old Callie slowly 
comes to understand some of the reasons behind her 
self-mutilation, and gradually starts to get better. 
 
McDaniel, Lurlene. Six Months to Live. When 13-
year-old Dawn Rochelle is diagnosed with leukemia, 
she's scared. While in the hospital undergoing 
chemotherapy, Dawn meets Sandy, who also has 
cancer. Dawn and Sandy battle the disease together, 
and remain best friends even after they both go into 
remission and return home. But when Sandy gets sick 
again, Dawn wonders what the future holds both for 
Sandy and herself. 
 
Myers, Walter Dean. Monster. What if you were 16 
years old, on trial for felony murder, and your degree 
of guilt had become confused within your own mind? 
How would you discover the truth? 
 
Naylor, Phyllis. Blizzard’s Wake. In March of 1941, 
when a severe blizzard suddenly hits Bismarck, 
North Dakota, a girl trying to save her stranded father 
and brother inadvertently helps the man who killed 
her mother four years before. 
 
Nixon, Joan Lowery. Who Are You? When the police 
discover that a man who has been shot has been 
keeping a file of her entire life, sixteen-year-old 
Kristi, an aspiring artist, suspects a connection with 
the possible theft of a painting from a museum. 
 
Paulsen, Gary. Harris and Me. Sent to live with 
relatives on their farm because of his unhappy home 
life, an eleven-year-old city boy meets his distant 
cousin Harris and is given an introduction to a whole 
new world. 
 
Paulsen, Gary. Hatchet. After a plane crash, thirteen-
year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the Canadian 
wilderness, learning to survive with only the aid of a 
hatchet given him by his mother, and learning also to 
survive his parents' divorce. 
 
Paulsen, Gary. Transall Saga. While backpacking in 
the desert, thirteen-year-old Mark falls into a tube of 
blue light and is transported into a more primitive 
world, where he must use his knowledge and skills to 
survive. 
 

Pearson, Mary. Scribbler of Dreams. Despite her 
family's long feud with the Crutchfields, seventeen-
year-old Kaitlin falls in love with Bram Crutchfield 
and weaves a tangled web of deception to conceal her 
identity from him. 
 
Sachar, Louis. Holes. Because of a curse placed on 
his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-
grandfather, Stanley Yelnats finds himself at Camp 
Green Lake, a residence for juvenile offenders. 
Stanley tries to do his best to fit in and to excel at the 
camp's one activity: digging holes. 
 
Smith, Roland. Zach’s Lie. When Jack Osborne is 
befriended by his school's custodian and a Basque 
girl, he begins to adjust to his family's sudden move 
to Elko, Nevada, after entering the Witness Security 
Program, but the drug cartel against which his father 
will testify is determined to track them down. 
 
Snicket, Lemony. The Bad Beginning. In the first 
book in Lemony Snicket's A Series of Unfortunate 
Events, readers are introduced to the unfortunate 
Baudelaire children -- 14-year-old Violet, 12-year-
old Klaus, and their infant sister, Sunny -- when they 
learn they've just been orphaned by a terrible house 
fire. 
 
Sones, Sonya. What My Mother Doesn’t Know. 
Sophie describes her relationships with a series of 
boys as she searches for Mr. Right. 
 
Velda, Vivian. Never Trust a Dead Man. Wrongly 
convicted of murder and punished by being sealed in 
the tomb with the dead man, seventeen-year-old 
Selwyn enlists the help of a witch and the resurrected 
victim to find the true killer. 
 
Wallace, Bill. Trapped in Death Cave. A posthumous 
letter referring to buried treasure convinces Gary that 
his grandfather did not die a natural death and, with 
his friend Brian, he sets out to find both the treasure 
and his grandfather's killer. 
 
Yolen, Jane. The Devil’s Arithmetic. Hannah resents 
the traditions of her Jewish heritage until time travel 
places her in the middle of a small Jewish village in 
Nazi-occupied Poland. 
 
Zindel, Paul. Rats. When mutant rats threaten to take 
over Staten Island, which has become a huge landfill, 
fourteen-year-old Sarah and her younger brother 
Mike try to figure out how to stop them. 


